Simple On-Site Soil Check

At three evenly distributed points across
the site, dig a hole (if possible) at least
50 cm deep and observe the following.

(D) HOW DIFFICULT IS DIGGING?

Easy = likely loose, workable soil
Hard = possible compaction

Impossible = possibly sealed or
heavily compacted ground

(@ HOW DOES THE SOIL SMELL?

Forest soil / compost smell =
usually healthy biological activity

Sour smell = possible lack of oxygen or
waterlogging

Rotten or chemical smell = possible
contamination or disturbed soil

® DO YOU SEE EARTHWORMS?

Presence of earthworms usually
indicates living, healthy soil

(@) WHAT COLOR IS THE SOIL?

Dark brown to black = often higher
organic matter

Light brown or grey = often lower
organic matter

Strong grey/blue tones = possible
waterlogging

Mixed rubble or stones = possibly
artificial ground
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Based on these observations, you can usually
determine which of the three soil situations
is present.
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STOP AND CHECK

If you notice a chemical or fuel-like smell,
unusual discoloration, construction
debris, slag, ash, unknown fill material or
any other sign of possible contamination,
do not continue with planting or soil
replacement planning at this stage.

Contact a local soil expert or the
responsible authority and clarify
whether professional soil testing is
required. Decisions about excavation,
disposal, soil replacement or planting
must only be made after local regulations
and expert advice have been checked.

Professional Soil Testing

If you want more precise information,
you can:

« Take soil samples and send them
to a laboratory
+ Determine soil type, pH value, and
humus content
+ Consult a local soil expert or soil scientist

This can help optimize soil improvement
measures but is not always required for
successful Tiny Forest implementation.
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